Relationships between cleft severity and attractiveness of newborns with unrepaired clefts.
Perceptions of attractiveness of newborns with unrepaired clefts were investigated by using a range of photographs with clefts of differing severity as ordered by a rule of thumb system commonly adopted by surgeons. The investigation involved a combination of factors such as completeness, unilaterality or bilaterality, and palate involvement. Orderings of attractiveness by surgeons, nursing staff, and adult groups unfamiliar with clefts were remarkably consistent. In addition, the responses reflected the rule of thumb system with ranked preferences of the raters being significantly related to the severity of cleft impairment. The scale devised could be used for comparative treatment outcome studies requiring assessments of initial infant attractiveness.